One option will be the cultivation of a wider
array of circumstances under which competent
patients are allowed to refuse nutrition and hydra-
tion in order to end their lives. The refusal of
nutrition and hydration appears to encounter no
legal or moral problems in many countries,
despite the fact that there is no clear distinction
between starving oneself to death and suicide or
between a physician’s starving a patient to death at
the patient’s request and physician-assisted sui-
cide. The other option that is certain to come into
increased favour is a dramatically improved style
of palliative care. There is already a consensus that
better end-of-life care, including palliative care, is
needed, and we can expect to see more resources
and training in support of this commendable goal.
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No one of these three different options: (1) pro-
vision of fatal means to death, (2) planned forgo-
ing of nutrition and hydration, and (3) improved
palliative care will necessarily be best for each
patient. The presentation of these options is also
consistent with the larger argument I have
presented, which is that these issues of euthanasia,
physician-assisted suicide, and aid-in-dying are
primarily about increased liberty, not about killing
and letting die.

Tom L Beauchamp is Professor of Philosophy at the
Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University,
Washington DC, USA.

News and notes

The International Association of Bioethics has an-
nounced that the Fifth World Congress of Bioethics will
take place at Imperial College, London from 21-24
September 2000.

Associated organisations are: The British Association
for the Advancement of Science; the British Medical
Association; the European Association of Centres of
Medical Ethics; the Institute of Medical Ethics; the
Millenial Festival of Medicine; the Nuffield Council on
Bioethics; the Royal College of Nursing; the Royal

Fifth World Congress of Bioethics

College of Psychiatrists, Philosophy Special Interest
Group; the Society for Applied Philosophy; the UK
Forum for Healthcare Ethics and Law, and the World
Health Organisation.

For further information please contact: Sara
Hassen, 5th World Congress of Bioethics, 1 Riverside,
St Anne’s Road, Bristol, BS4 4ED or email:
enquiries@inanyevent-uk.com or use the Congress
Website at http://www.uclan.ac.uk/facs/ethics/fifthcon.
htm
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need artificial ventilation and those who do not),
anencephalic infants, and those who meet the
whole brain criterion of “death” though biological
life can be maintained.

I do not claim that these patients are dead, nor
do I claim that they have no moral standing. What
I do claim is that patients in these groups have the
same moral standing and that there are con-
straints on the permissible treatment of these
individuals. They have biological life and they are
in the health care context. There are clear guide-
lines concerning treatment options in this context.

Fosie Fisher BA, DipHum, PhD(NE), is Lecturer in
Business Ethics, Department of Marketing and Man-
agement, University of New England, New South
Wales, Australia.
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Project on Death in America

The Project on Death in America, funded by the Open
Society Institute, a non-profit foundation that supports
the development of open societies worldwide, invites
health care professionals to submit applications to its
Faculty Scholars Program. This program supports
scholars who are committed to improving the care of the
dying through initiatives in research, scholarship,
education and policy.

Applications are requested from all relevant US
health care professionals (physicians, nurses, social

workers, lawyers, those providing pastoral care or
ethicists) who are doctorate-level faculty members from
accredited health professional educational institutions
in the United States and hold the rank of Instructor,
Assistant or Associate Professor.

The application deadline is January 6, 2000.

For applications or more information please call; (617)
632-6190 or e-mail jerry_garcia@dfci.harvard.edu
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European Master in Bioethics

A new master’s programme in bioethics, European
Master in Bioethics, has been developed and is now
being offered by four European universities:
the University of Nijmegen, the Netherlands, the
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, Complutense
University, Madrid, Spain and the University of
Padova, Italy.

It is a two-year programme with sixteen one-week
courses on all issues currently relevant to bioethics.

The courses will be held in Nijmegen in March 2000,

in Madrid in September 2000, in Leuven, in March
2001 and in Padova in September 2001.

The programme fee is 15,000 Euro. This includes
tuition fees for two years, course material, congress
facilities, excursions and four months full board
accommodation during the residential months.

For more information contact one of the co-ordinators:
Inez Uerz - Nijmegen - + 31 (0) 24 361 53 20 -
i.uerz@efg.kun.nl; Chris Gastmans - Leuven - + 32 (0)
16 33 69 51 - Chris.Gastmans@med.kuleuven.ac.be




486 Arguments for zero tolerance of sexual contact between doctors and patients

University and to the fourth annual conference of
the Australian Association for Professional and
Applied Ethics. The author is grateful for the
helpful comments made by both audiences and
for the improvements suggested by the journal’s
reviewers.

R M Cullen MSc, MBChB, BA, is a General
Practitioner ar the Avondale Family Health Centre,
Awvondale, Auckland, New Zealand.
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News and notes

Journal’s editors honoured

The founding editor of the Fournal of Medical
Ethics, Professor Alastair Campbell, Professor of
Ethics in Medicine at Bristol University and the
current editor, Professor Raanan Gillon, Professor of
Medical Ethics at Imperial College School of

Medicine, London University, have been awarded
the Henry Knowles Beecher Award of the Hastings
Center, for contributions to ethics and the life
sciences.

They are the first recipients outside the USA.
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Three cases of experienced misconduct are
reported but in contrast to postgraduate students,
established researchers did not call for more
research ethical guidelines.

This investigation should be followed by both
qualitative and quantitative studies using larger
samples. One purpose of this study was to identify
outer limits for what should be classified as a grey
zone. In future studies one could designate the
grey zone in advance.

Niels Lynde, MD, PhD, is Associate Professor in the
Department of Social Medicine, Umed University,
Sweden. Lars Facobsson, MD, PhD, is Professor in the
Department of Psychiatry, Umed University, Sweden.
Erik Lundgren, MD, PhD, is Professor in the Depart-
ment of Cell and Molecular Biology, Umed University,
Sweden. Correspondence to Niels Lynde.
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News and notes

Ethics and Palliative Care

An Advanced European Bioethics Course, Ethics and
Palliative Care, will be held from 6 - 8 April 2000, in
Nijmegen, the Netherlands.

Subjects will include: Evolution of palliative care;
Ethics and pain management and the Limits of palliative
care. The conference will be held in English.

For further information please contact: Dr B Gordijn,
University of Nijmegen, Dept 232 Ethics, Philosophy

and History of Medicine, PO Box 9101, 6500 HB
Nijmegen, the Netherlands. Tel: 0031 24 3615320; fax:
0031 24 3540254; email: b.gordijn@efg.kun.nl.

To visit the website go to: hup:/lwww.azn.nl/scientist/
departments/departments. html and choose: Ethics, Philos-
ophy and History of Medicine from the list of non-clinical
departments.
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cumstances may be associated with increased risks
of prematurity and handicap.

The desire to bear a child may be just as strong,
or even stronger, in a woman with chronic ill
health or reduced life-expectancy than in healthy
women. This is seen in the readiness with which
women who are HIV-positive or have multiple
sclerosis deliberately conceive even though they
know that pregnancy may accelerate their disease.
The desire to achieve the normality of pregnancy
and motherhood, if only for a short while, can be
overwhelming and must be recognised and treated
sympathetically by physicians working in this
field. As this case has shown, a carefully controlled
IVF cycle can offer the chance of pregnancy to the
renal transplant patient and ensure that the
benefits of one major medical advance are not
jeopardised by the pursuit of another. Even with-
out the benefit of hindsight, I feel we would not
have been justified in withholding that chance.

Gillian M Lockwood, BM, BCh, MA, is Clinical
Research Fellow in Fertility at the Nuffield Depart-

ment of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Radcliffe Hos-
pital, Oxford.
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News and notes

Visitors to the world wide web can now access
the Journal of Medical Ethics either through the
BM] Publishing Group’s home page (http:/
www.bmjpg.com) or directly by using its individual
URL (http://www.jmedethics.com). There they will
find the following:

Current contents list for the journal

Contents lists of previous issues

Members of the editorial board

Subscribers’ information

Instructions for authors

Details of reprint services.

Journal of Medical Ethics - http:/lwww.jmedethics.com

A hotlink gives access to:

® BM] Publishing Group home page

® British Medical Association website

® Online books catalogue

® BM]J Publishing Group books.

The web site is at a preliminary stage and there are
plans to develop it into a more sophisticated site.
Suggestions from visitors about features they would
like to see are welcomed. They can be left via the
opening page of the BMJ Publishing Group site or,
alternatively, via the journal page, through “about
this site”.
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conflicts of interest between the gen-
eral practitioner’s (GP) role as an allo-
cator of scarce resources and as the
patient’s agent. Indeed, the article
declares that “the partnership may not
always be able to pursue the best
interests of every patient in every
circumstance”. That this should be
regarded as the partnership’s responsi-
bility is a direct consequence of
fundholding; that it is the responsibil-
ity of someone or some Institution in
society is inevitable. It is whether the
GP can ethically make these choices
that I question, and the question is not
answered convincingly in the article.
This book is truly an example of talk
and action m the delivery of health
care. As such it provides a good lead
into the current thinking of those
involved in health services, and can be

thoroughly recommended. What it
does not do - but perhaps that was not
its purpose - is to provide a satisfac-
tory and systematic account of ration-
ing as it relates to ethical theory.
Perhaps the subject is too difficult. I
believe Isaiah Berlin pointed the way
by insisting that the values which we
hold in society are truly incommensu-
rable. There was a hint of this in
Rudolf Klein’s piece, where he argues
against the establishment of a defined
package of health care to be delivered
by the NHS citing that “no consensus
exists about the principles or criteria
that should be used in designing such
a package”.

RON ZIMMERN
Director, Public Health Genetics Unit
Strangeways Research Lab "y

Worts Causeway, Cambridge
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Books: information and
orders

If you wish to order or require further
information regarding the titles re-
viewed here, please write or telephone
the BM] Bookshop, PO Box 295,
London WCI1H 9]JR. Tel: 0171 383
6244; fax: 0171 383 6455; Internet:
www.bmjbookshop.com; email:
orders@bmjbookshop.com. European
customers should add 15 per cent for
postage and packing, other overseas
customers should add 30%. Payment
can be made by cheque in sterling
drawn on a UK bank or by credit card
(Mastercard,Visa, or American Ex-
press, stating card number, expiry date
and full name. (The price and availa-
bality are occasionally subject to
revision by the publishers.)
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Notice for contributors to the Journal of

Medical Ethics

Submitting manuscripts for
publication

Four copies of papers submitted for publi-
cation should be sent to: The Editor, Journal
of Medical Ethics, 36 West Towers, Pinner,
Middlesex HA5 1UA. The journal considers
papers only if they are not under consideration
by any othcer journal at the same time.
Rejected manuscripts are not returned.
Papers, including references, should be in
double-spaced typewriting on one side of the
paper only. Pages should be numbered
sequentially. On the ttle page brief details of
the author’s present post, an address for rcad-
ers’ correspondence and contact fax and
phone numbers, and a total word count
should be supplied. Once a paper has been
scheduled it will be requested on disk. This
should be PC format, Wordperfect 6.1 if
possible and there should be no hidden codes.

The ME uses a simplified ‘Vancouver style’
for references. The full text of the ‘Vancouver
Agreement’ was published in the British Med:-
cal Journal in 1991;302:338-41. As the “Van-
couver style” is incompatible with the long
established style of references for legal articles,
lawyers should use their own standard style,
but avoid abbreviations so as to facilitate refer-
ence by others. The journal is
multidisciplinary and papers should be in
clear jargon-free English, accessible to
any intelligent reader.

Authors are asked to avoid footnotes. The
preferred maximum length of papers is 3,500
words — absolute maximum 5,500 (including
references). Book reviews should be between
600 and 1,000 words. Abbreviations should be
avoided. The names of journals, organisations
cte should be given in full in the text.

Two copies of the journal will be sent
to authors free of charge after their
papers are published. Offprints of indi-
vidual papers may be bought from The
Publisher, Journal of Medical Ethics, BMJ
Publishing Dept, BMA House, Tavistock
Square, London WCIH 9JR. If your paper
involves research on human subjects please
confirm that the study has reccived approval
from a research ethics committec (or if not,
please explain why not).

Simplified ‘Vancouver style’

All papers submitted for publication should

contain the following:

1 On page one of the manuscript:
a) the title of the article which should be
concise but informative and designed to
attract the reader. The Editor reserves the
right to change titlcs to achieve these ends.

b) names, initials or forenames and aca-
demic degrees (if any) of author or authors
¢) names of department(s) and institu-
tion(s) to which the work should be attrib-
uted, if any
d) disclaimers, if any
€) source(s) of support, if any

2 On page wo:
a) an interesting abstract or summary of not
more than 150 words. Emphasise impor-
tant and or new aspects of the article to
attract the potential reader. Ensure the
abstract contains a statement of the aim,
key points and conclusion of the paper.
Papers reporting the author’s empirical
research should contain a structured
abstract summarising the research under
the headings: objectives; design; setting;
patients or participants; interventions;
main measurements; results; conclusions.
Structured abstracts should not be longer
than 250 words.
b) key (indexing) terms — below the
abstract. Provide and identify as such, three
to six key words or short phrases that will
assist indexers in cross-indexing your artcle
and that may be published with the abstract.
Where appropriate, use terms from the
Medical Subject Headings List from
INDEX Medicus.

3 Acknowledgements:
Acknowledge only persons who have made
substantive contributions to the study.
Authors are responsible for obtaining writ-
ten permission from everyone acknowl-
edged by name because readers may infer
the latter’s endorsement of data and con-
clusions.

4 References:
Number these ively in the
order in which they are first men-
tioned in the text, tables, and captions,
by arabic numerals, in square brack-
ets, for example, according to Jones.[3]
The list of references at the end of the
paper should be numbered in the order in
which each reference appears in the text.
Try to avoid using abstracts as references.
‘Unpublished observations’ and ‘personal
communications’ may not be used as refer-
ences, although references to written, not
verbal, communications may be inserted
(in parenthesis) in the text. Manuscripts
accepted but not yet published may be
used as references — designate the journal
followed by ‘in press’ (in parenthesis).
Information from manuscripts submitted
but not accepted should be cited in the
text as ‘unpublished observations’ {in
parenthesis).

Where a further reference is made to a previ-

ous reference, but to a different page number

or numbers, this should have a new reference

number of its own and it should then refer

back to the original reference, thus:

1 May T. The nurse under physician
authority. Journal of Medical Ethics
1993;19:223-7.

2 See reference 1:225.

Pleasce note also that the names of journals
should be in italics. The volume number
should be in bold.

References must be verified by the
author(s) against the original
documents.
The following scheme, a simplification of the
‘Vancouver style’ for biomedical journals,
should be followed for each reference: in the
text number in square brackets, following
punctuation; in the list author (list all authors
if six or less; if seven or more, list only the first
six and add ‘ez al’), title, name of publication if
different from title - in italic; place of publi-
cation and publisher (where appropriate); year
of publication; and, where appropriate, vol-
ume number in bold and page references of
article or chapter referred to. Examples of cor-
rect forms of reference are given below:

a) Standard journal article:
1 Teasdale K, Kent G. The use of
deception in nursing. Journal of Medical
Lthics 1995;21:77-81.
Corporate author:
2 General Medical Council.
Tomorrow’s doctors — recommendations on
undergraduate medical education.
London: General Medical Council,
1993.
No author given:
3 Anonymous [editorial]. Anonymous
HIV testing. Lancer 1990;335:575-6.
Personal author(s):
4 Singer P, Kuhse J. Showld the baby live?
Ogxford: Oxford University Press, 1985.
Editor, compiler, chairman as author:
5 Phillips CE, Wolfe JN, eds. Clinical
practice and economics. Tunbridge Wells:
Pitman Medical, 1977.
f) Chapter in book:
6 Hope T. Ethics and psychiatry. In:
Rose N, ed. Essential psychiatry [2nd
ed]. Oxford: Basil Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1994:45-51.
Agency publication:
7 The Linacre Centre for the Study of
Ethics and Health Care. Paper 1: The
principle of respect for human life. In:
Prolongation of life. London: The
Linacre Centre for the Study of Ethics
and Health Care, 1978.
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